[B] R. Simeon in the name of R. Joshua b. Levi: “The hyssop must be a 
handbreadth in length.” 


[C] R. Zeirah asked, “Will a palm branch be a handbreadth and a 
hyssop also be a handbreadth?” 


[D] Said R. Yosé, R. Simon explained this matter, R. Hinena, R. 
Simon in the name of R. Joshua b. Levi:” A palm branch must be a 
handbreadth in length. A hyssop must be a handbreadth in length. 
A ram’s horn must be a handbreadth in length. An afterbirth [to be 
subject to the law] is a handbreadth in length.” 


[E] And some say, “Also the third side of the sukkah may be merely a 
handbreadth in height.” 


[F] R. Zeira raised the question: “When we say a palm branch 
must be a handbreadth in length, is that exclusive of the 
backbone? Likewise with the hyssop, is that exclusive of the 
berries?” 


[G] R. Yosé, R. Tabi in the name of Rab, R. Hinena, R. Parnakh, 
R. Mattenah, Yosé bar Menassia in the name of Rab: “A palm 
branch must be a handbreadth in length, exclusive of the back 
bone. A hyssop must be a handbreadth in length, exclusive of 
the berries.” 


3:2 
[A] A stolen or dried up myrtle branch is invalid. 
[B] And one deriving from an asherah or an apostate town is invalid. 
[C] [If] its tip was broken off, [or if] its leaves were split, 
[D] or if its berries were more numerous than its leaves, 
[E] it is invalid. 
[F] But if one then removed some of them, it is valid. 
[G] And they do not remove [some of them] on the festival day. 


[1:1 A] Itis written, “[And you shall take on the first day the fruit of goodly 
trees, branches of palm trees, and] boughs of leafy trees, [and willows 
of the brook; and you shall rejoice before the Lord your God seven 
days]” (Lev. 23:40). 


[B] The requirement is that the branches cover the larger part of it and 
resemble a chain, and what is such a tree? It is a myrtle. 


[C] Zf you say that an olive resembles a chain, still, its branches do not 
cover the larger part of it. 


